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General  

 

When is the auction? 

Early bidding on most Silent Auction items opens at noon November 8 and continues through 

auction closure times on November 13. The main auction event is November 13. Our online 

bidding site is https://fly.causepilot.com/bsa90/ecsauction. Livestream video starts at 4 p.m. 

via http://everettchristian.org/auction and will include Dessert Door-Dash winner 

announcements, raffle drawings, Live Auction bidding, videos, speakers, and more.  

A working timeline (subject to change): 

November 8, 12 p.m. – Bidding opens on all available Silent Auction items 

November 13 – The main event! 

4 p.m. – Livestream video broadcast begins 

5 p.m. – Dessert Door-Dash bidding ends 

                – Raffle sales close 

                            – Welcome and Prayer by Principal Laird Leavitt 

                – Dinner break with video entertainment and announcements 

Stay tuned for more details about special student performances planned throughout the night! 

5:30 p.m. – Raffle drawings and Live Auction begin 

Please note that Live Auction items will proceed one at a time. HOWEVER, so that you can still 

read up on these great packages, we have set a “dummy” start time of 8 p.m. for these items. No, 

bidding will not be taking place that late!       Bidding will open on a Live Auction item as it 

closes on the preceding Live Auction item. You can also track when a specific item opens for bid 

by adding it to your Watchlist.  

Live Auction order 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

~7 p.m. – Tentative close of all auction items, dependent on Live Auction 

                        This could be sooner or later, depending on the Live Auction  

  Silent Auction bidding will close at the same time as the Live Auction 

                        It is possible bidding could automatically continue in the background on very active items 

           – Special Guest Speaker and closing donation “Ask” (“Raise the Paddle”) 

           – Closing Prayer 

Expect to see fun videos of students and school life throughout the night, as well as 

advertisements for our wonderful Sponsors. 

https://fly.causepilot.com/bsa90/ecsauction
http://everettchristian.org/auction
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How do I participate? 

RSVP at everettchristian.org/auction to let us know you’re “coming.” We’d love to connect 

with you! The form will include a link to register for the online auction website. 

Is there a cost to participate? 

No! This year’s virtual event is free. 

Can I invite others to participate? 

Please! Simply have them RSVP at everettchristian.org/auction, or contact Melissa Patton at 

auction@everettchristian.org or 425-312-3530.  

Can I get a sneak peek? 

Preview items at everettchristian.org/auction. New items are added regularly. Be sure to check 

back for the latest — or RSVP to get access to all the details! All items and descriptions are 

subject to change up to event time. 

What do I need to participate? 

To fully participate in this year’s virtual event, you 

will need an Internet-connected web browser. We 

recommend more than one device — watch the 

livestream video on one screen, and use others to 

bid on auction items.  

 

 

Will the auction include the same things as past auctions? 

Yes, as much as possible! The Dessert Dash is a Dessert Door-Dash this year. The popular 

raffle is still on. We’ll also have fixed-price items for sale, including our popular greeting cards 

and sweatshirts. We will have a special speaker, too.  

Plus, expect to see videos of students. We’ll ask for selfies from you, for sure – our social media 

hashtag is #ecsauction2021. Updates and details will be shared via email with everyone who 

signs up to attend. 

But, sorry, dinner is on you this year…       

What if I don’t have a computer? or What if I’m busy on November 13? 

There are many ways to participate in this year’s auction. Here are three ways to take part: 

1. All-in Online Experience: RSVP to attend and set up your online auction account. On 

November 13, pull up our livestream video on one screen and the auction site on 

another, and get ready to have fun! 

http://everettchristian.org/auction
http://everettchristian.org/auction
http://everettchristian.org/auction
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2. Halfway Experience: Have other plans on November 13? We will truly miss you. But 

you can still participate. RSVP to attend, set up your online auction account, and then 

click a few buttons to have the system do all your Silent Auction bidding for you! 

3. No-Tech Experience: There are several ways to support the auction even without 

Internet access. You can buy raffle tickets, as well as greeting cards, sweatshirts, and 

cookbooks. You can also purchase any Silent Auction item at the “Buy It Now” price 

(typically double its value). 

For more information on these options, reach out to Melissa Patton at 425-312-3530 or 

auction@everettchristian.org.  

 

Online auction  

 

How do I bid? 

We are using CausePilot (formerly BidCoz.com) for our online auction. First, you must have an 

account to bid! (If you participated in last year’s online auction, this should all look familiar to 

you… But you will need to set up a new account through CausePilot.) Start by RSVP’ing with 

us, and we’ll give you the how-to from there. 

Once set up, and the auction is live, you will be able to bid on items with a simple click of a 

button.  

There are three ways to bid (see graphic next page): 

1. Manual bid: Simply enter your bid amount, then click the “Place Bid” button. If you are 

the first bid, you must enter at least the required opening bid amount. From there, bids 

must be greater than or equal to the current winning bid + the minimum bid increment.  

2. Auto-bid: To let the system bid automatically for you on an item, click the “Set max bid 

amount” option and enter the maximum amount you’d be willing to pay. Maximum bids 

trump manual bids of the same amount. “Ties” (maximum bids of the same amount) go 

to whomever set their max bid first. 

3. Buy It Now: To guarantee your purchase of an item, pay the given But It Now price. 

This always trumps any manual bid and any maximum bid. You will be required to pay 

for the item on your credit card within 15 minutes to secure your purchase. 

TIP: If you really want an item, we recommend doing a Buy It Now or entering a 

maximum bid amount early. Maximum bids outweigh manual bids, including any last-

minute manual bids of the same amount set later. But Buy It Now trumps them both… 
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I entered a bid, but it’s telling me someone else 

out-bid me at the same amount…? 

If you see a message like this after placing a 

manual bid, it means that someone has placed a 

maximum bid (auto-bid) on this item that is higher 

than your current bid. The system lets the max-

bid take precedence over other bids until bidding 

exceeds the set amount. We realize this can be 

confusing. Here is an explanation from the vendor 

of the reasoning behind this: 

In a normal bidding scenario, bidder #1 places a $10 bid and then bidder #2 places a $20 bid.  Bidder 

#1 is notified they’ve been outbid and must place a $30 bid to be the highest bidder.  That is how it 

works now in CausePilot. 

However, when you add the MAX bid option in CausePilot... 

- Bidder #1 places a $100 max bid 

Their first incremental bid is $10 

- Bidder #2 places a bid for $20 

Then, the max bidder wins at $20 

In a normal bidding situation… 

- Then bidder #2 would win at $20 and the max bidder would jump to $30. 

That’s all well and good until… 

- Bidder #2’s bid reaches $100.   



Last update: 10/19/2021 6:26 PM  

6 
 

Who wins? The max bidder placed their $100 bid first and has not authorized CausePilot to jump 

to $110. 

In CausePilot, the max bidder, because they are willing to pay a certain amount, always wins until their 

max bid is exceeded. If you are willing to place a max bid, you are more likely to win.  Last-minute 

bidding won’t win if there is a max bid in the system because you will be immediately outbid. 

In terms of your online bidding experience, it may be helpful to think of it this way: You were 

placing a bid, when someone else slipped in with the same bid just before you! 

If this is an item you really want, set your own max bid early or, better yet, Buy It Now. If 

more than one person sets the same maximum bid amount, the first person to do so takes 

precedence. 

And, again, Buy It Now makes all of this moot. 

What auction purchase are tax-deductible? 

Donations during the “Ask” are fully tax-deductible. 

For auction item purchases, anything above the given value of the item is considered tax-

deductible. So, if a certificate is worth $25, and you Buy It Now at $50, you can write off $25 of 

the purchase. (For our virtual auction, this also applies to Dessert Door-Dash items.) 

Raffle ticket sales are not tax-deductible. 

If you need help figuring out which or how much of your purchases are tax-deductible, feel free 

to reach out to us after the event at auction@everettchristian.org or 425-312-3530! 

The auction isn’t done yet. So why am I being told to pay for an item within 15 minutes? 

There are certain items that you will need to purchase right away in order to guarantee 

purchase. Items that you will have to pay for right away include fixed-price items, such as raffle 

tickets, card sets, sweatshirts, and cookbooks, and Buy It Now purchases, where the purchase 

price ends bidding on the item. 

Do I have to share my email address and cellphone number? 

An email address is required by our online auction vendor to set up an account and, thus, to bid 

on items. It is also the main way the Auction Team will communicate with you for event 

details. Your cellphone number is optional. If provided, you can receive text message 

notifications when you are outbid on an item and when you win an item, and other event-

specific texts.  

How do I get the stuff I purchase? 

Auction purchases will be available for pick-up during school hours, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. starting 

Monday, November 15, at Everett Christian School, 2221 Cedar St. Please wear a face covering 

and ring the doorbell at the front entrance when you arrive. 

• If you are an ECS family, we will deliver your shopping bag to you via your child at the 

Monday pick-up.  
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• Know an ECS family? You can arrange to have your items sent home with them. Just 

reach out to auction@everettchristian.org or 425-259-3213. 

• Delivery service available locally by request. 

• Live at a distance? We are happy to ship you your purchases at cost. There is no charge 

for anything requiring a standard first-class stamp (e.g., a gift certificate). After the 

auction, reach out to auction@everettchristian.org to arrange details. 

What if I live at a distance? 

You are very welcome to take part! We can ship you any purchases at cost. There is no charge 

for anything requiring a standard first-class stamp (e.g., a gift certificate). Or, if you are 

purchasing for someone else, we are happy to deliver locally.  

Please note that by participating in the online auction, you commit to paying in full for your 

committed purchases. 

How does the Dessert Dash work? 

For this year’s Dessert Dash, let us do all the dashing! We will have three amazing homemade 

desserts available to our highest bidders in this year’s Dessert Door-Dash. Desserts will be 

delivered right to the winners’ doors on auction night during the dinner break. Our Dessert 

Door-Dash drivers will travel anywhere in Snohomish, Skagit or King counties, so talk to your 

group and get ready to bid high and bid quick to secure your pick! The top bidder will get first 

pick of the three desserts; the second-highest bidder will get second pick; and the third-highest 

bidder will get third pick. 

Bidding for the Dessert Door-Dash is open from 12 p.m. November 8 to 5 p.m. November 13. 

Look for this auction item under the “ECS Specials” category in the online auction catalog. 

How do I purchase Raffle Tickets? 

Raffle ticket sales are open until 5 p.m. November 13. Raffle tickets can be found in the “ECS 

Specials” category of the online auction catalog. Cost is $2 each. Purchase as many as you like. 

Note: Because this a fixed-price item, the system will require you to pay for this item separately 

from your other auction night purchases. 

What’s in the Raffle? 

Several items will be in the raffle, just like past auctions. Look up the Raffle in the “ECS 

Specials” category of the online auction catalog for the current list, or search the catalog for 

“Raffle.” 

How do I purchase an ECS cookbook? Sweatshirt? Card sets? 

The 2017 “Loaves and Fishes: Recipes from Friends & Family of Everett Christian School” 

cookbook is now available for $5! We also are selling greeting card sets, at $7 per set of 5. 

These items can be found in the “ECS Specials” category. Purchase as many as you like. Note: 

Because this a fixed-price item, the system will require you to pay for these items separately 

from your other auction night purchases. 
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How do I add something to my Watchlist? 

Building your Watchlist is a great way to keep track of your favorite auction items, or to more 

easily find a Live Auction item when bidding starts. To add an item to your Watchlist, simply 

click the eyeball “Watch Item” link within any auction item record.  

 

Items you bid on also will automatically appear in your Watchlist.  

From your Watchlist, you can easily see when bidding on an item opens, place a bid, and track 

your current bids. And you can remove an item from your Watchlist at any time. 

How can I pay for my auction purchases? 

For this year’s event, a credit card will be required to participate in the online auction. You will 

add your secure payment information within your CausePilot account.  

For those not participating in the online auction but who want to purchase items like a 

cookbook or card set, please place your order with Judi or the Auction Team with cash or 

check. 

 

Support  

 

How do I get help? 

If you need help setting up your account for the online auction, reach out to Melissa Patton at 

auction@everettchristian.org or 425-312-3530.  

On auction night, we will have volunteers available to assist as well. Reach out at 425-312-3530 

or auction@everettchristian.org. 

There also is a Help function through CausePilot, at https://www.causepilot.com/help/. 

https://www.causepilot.com/help/
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I can’t get the online auction site to load 

Try a different browser. We’ve noted some problems with Mozilla Firefox in the past. Try 

Google Chrome or Microsoft Edge instead. 

I’m having trouble logging in 

There are multiple reasons why you may have trouble logging in. 

1)  You may be using the wrong email address on the account. 

2)  You may be using the wrong password on the account. 

3)  You think you have an account but do not. 

Solutions: 

• Click the “Create Account” option, and fill out the form (remembering to set your time 

zone!).  

• If it says an account already exists, try the “Forgot Password?” function from the Sign 

In form. 

 
 

• If you are still having problems, reach out to auction@everettchristian.org or Melissa at 

425-312-3530 for help. If your account exists, we can send a login link, or pursue other 

solutions. 

I can’t find an auction item 

If you have a specific item you are looking for, you can search by a keyword. 

If an item still does not show up, it may have been purchased already. To check, reach out to 

the Auction Team at auction@everettchristian.org. 
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I keep seeing the same auction item twice! 

We’ve noticed that sometimes an item will display twice (or more). The “Default Sort” is the 

best way to view the full catalog. You can also view auction items by Category (see image 

below), which seems to help with this issue most of the time. Either way, don’t worry —

whichever image you click on will take you to the same single item.  

Please note: We do have two of some items available for bid! Those are marked in their images 

as “1 of 2” or “2 of 2,” and a note is made in the descriptions as well. 

 

 

 


